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its description we necessarily have to bring back into the phenom- 
enon the real time which is missing in the description, since we 
live in real time and not in the t of physics. 

A. A. MeerhiL. 
Pasadena, California. 

THE PARIS PHILOSOPHICAL CONGRESS 

IT was the writer's great pleasure to attend the joint meeting of 
members and friends of the French, British, Belgian, Italian 
and American Philosophical Associations which was organized by 
the French Association and held in Paris in the holiday week 
of 1921. 

The meeting began on the forenoon of December 27, with an 
address of welcome by Monsieur Xavier Leon, president of the 
French Association. Professor Brunschvicg pronounced a very 
simple and very eloquent testimonial in honor of the French col- 
leagues who had died during the past seven or eight years. In the 
afternoon came a general session for the section of psychology and 
metaphysics at which Professor Bergson presided. Mr. Wildon 
Carr made a very interesting and persuasive distinction between 
the old idealism of Berkeley and the German tradition, and the 
new idealism represented by Croce and Gentile, but most adequately 
by Gentile. After an interval of discussion, Mr. Carr was followed 
by Professor Schiller, who argued that every fact is an instance of 
value, and that science can not, therefore, ever be dehumanized. 
Mr. Carr and Mr. Schiller spoke in English, and Professor Bergson 
summarized their theses in French. 

At six that afternoon there was a reception to the foreign dele- 
gates at the Rapprochement Universitaire, rooms that correspond 
a little to an American faculty club. 

Next day, December 28, began the meetings of the four special 
sections : logic and the philosophy of science, psychology and meta- 
physics, history of philosophy, ethics and sociology. These meet- 
ings were held in different rooms so that one hearer could not 
possibly listen to more than a few of the papers presented. I was 
assigned to the section for the history of philosophy and thus heard 
the interesting and very learned paper of Monsieur Dapneel from 
Brussels on Socratisme et Platonisme — one of the themes proposed 
by the French Association. Professor Dapreel's conclusions and 
evidence were to be published in book form by the end of 1921. 
There was an active discussion, by Monsieur Robin, professor of 
ancient philosophy at the Sorbonne, and Monsieur Croiset, who 
presided. 
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In the afternoon came a general session for the section of the 
history of philosophy, with a communication by the writer on the 
relations of science to philosophy as recently conceived, and by 
Signore Enriques on the Kantian theory of judgments a priori in 
its relation to the historical development of contemporary science. 
The address of Signore Enriques was made doubly interesting by 
the discussions of Langevin, Brunschvicg and Lalande. 

The meetings of the four special sections were continued every 
forenoon for the three following days, and I regret my inability to 
give an account of them. Of particular interest, however, was the 
Seance generate for the section of logic and philosophy of science 
presided over by Monsieur Painleve of the Institute. The topic 
was The More Recent Forms of the Theory of Relativity. The 
theme was introduced by Miss Wrinch from England, and debated 
with extraordinary power and vivacity by Professor Langevin and 
Monsieur Painleve, Langevin arguing in defense of the relativity 
theory and Painleve arguing without compromise against it. A 
more brilliant occasion of this sort can hardly be imagined than 
this general session was. 

Later in the afternoon there was "tea" for the delegates in the 
salons of the Sorbonne, offered by the rector and his associates of 
the university. 

On Friday afternoon came the general meeting for the section 
of Ethics and Sociology, Professor Bougie presiding. The pro- 
gramme included two papers, one by Monsieur Clardon on The 
State and the Nation, and one by Monsieur Vermeil on Construc- 
tive Principles and Political Experiences of Contemporary Ger- 
many — both of them themes of poignant interest to the French 
thinkers of today. 

Professor Charles Andler had been invited to discuss the ques- 
tion of German methods and experiences, and his treatment of the 
issues raised was as interesting and as remarkable as such a discus- 
sion could well be. In this field of social and political philosophy 
a visitor felt the atmosphere tense and sustained in which opinions 
became suddenly exciting and important. This singularly interest- 
ing meeting was continued the next day. 

On Friday evening came the banquet offered by our French 
colleagues to their visitors, and on Saturday afternoon, a reception 
at the home of Mr. Xavier Leon. This brought the official pro- 
gramme to a close, but Monsieur Lalande, a day or two later, en- 
tertained those visitors who had not left Paris. 

The whole meeting was superbly organized, and particular 
appreciation is due to M. Xavier Leon for his untiring labors. The 
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Sorbonne is a place of great dignity and much beauty, admirably 
fitted for an occasion like this one. The hospitality of the Paris 
philosophical faculty touched all of us, I am sure, very deeply, 
by its quality and by its manner — an entire simplicity combined 
with perfect cordiality and dignity. 

The discussion from the floor by the French philosophers was 
marked by an amenity together with an incisive thoroughness rare 
to the not less friendly but more lumbering Anglo-Saxon. The 
American delegates were J. M. Baldwin, W. G. Everett, T. 
de Laguna, R. B. Perry and the writer. An old friend, B. F. Alfred 
Hoernle, was present as one of the English group. The Americans 
presented the following papers: De Laguna, A Nominalistic Inter- 
pretation of Truth; Everett, The Content and Organization of the 
Moral Life; Perry, Forms of Social- Unity. Mr. Baldwin was to 
have spoken on the Reality of Value and the Value of Reality, but 
he was unable to be in Paris. Professor Hoernle spoke on Berkeley 
as a Forerunner of Recent Philosophy of Physics. 

I must not forget the remarkably interesting description by 
Dr. Pierre Janet of a case he had been studying for a long time. 
His address had the title Les deux formes de la volonte et de la 
croyance dans un cos de delire psychastenique. 

Brief abstracts of all the papers had been printed, and it is 
expected that the papers themselves will appear in a special num- 
ber of the Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale. 

W. T. Bush. 

Columbia TTNivEasmr. 
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The Philosophical Writings of Richard Burthogge. Edited with 
introduction and notes by Margaret "W. Landes. Chicago : Open 
Court Publishing Company. 1921. Pp. xxiv -f 245. 
Richard Burthogge is one of the group of interesting minor 
writers of the late seventeenth century, whose works have been quite 
inaccessible for many years to most students of English thought. It 
is thus a pleasure to have his major philosophical writings made 
available in a well-printed edition. Once more the student of philos- 
ophy is made indebted to the Open Court Publishing Company. 

The three works of Burthogge which are reprinted in this new 
volume are Orgawwm Vetus & Novum, or a Discourse of Reason and 
Truth (1678) , An Essay upon Reason and the Nature of Spirits, dedi- 
cated "to the learned Mr. John Lock" (1694), and Of the Soul of the 
World, and of Particular Souls, in a Letter to Mr. Lock (1699) . The 



